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HAVE  PBEACHED  UNTO  YOU,  LET  HIM  BE  ACCUR6ED  *W./P(?dX 
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i  mi;   CRISIS. 

The  crisis  presses  on  us;  face  to  face  with 

us  it  stands, 
With    solemn    lips    of    question,     like    the 

sphinx   in   Egypt's   sands! 
This   day   we   fashion   destiny,    our   web   of 

fate  we  spin; 
This  day   for  all   hereafter  choose   we  holi- 
ness or  sin; 
Even   now   from   starry   Gerizim,   or   Ebal's 

cloudy  crown, 
We  call  the  dews  of  blessing  or  the   bolts 

of  cursing  down; 
By    all   for   which   the   martyrs    bore    their 

agony  and  shame; 
By   all    the    warning    words   of    truth    with 

which  the  prophets  came; 
By  the  future  which  awaits  us;  by  all  the 

hopes  which  cast 
Their  faint  and  trembling  beams  across  the 

blackness   of   the  past : 
And    by    the    blessed    thought    of    Him    who 

for   earth's   freedom   died, 
O  my  people!     O  my  brothers!  let  us  choose 

the  righteous  side. 

— Whlttier. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 


Elder  W.  0.  Phelps. 

There  is  one  St.  Valentine's  day  which 
will  ever  be  remembered  by  Brother  Hy- 
rum  S.  and  Sister  Clarinda  Phelps.  It 
was  in  187G,  and  on  that  memorable  day 
the  hearts  of  these  faithful  parents  were 
gladdened  and  made  to  rejoice  by  the 
presence  in  their  home  of  a  sweet  baby 
boy.  The  grandparents  of  this  new- 
comer to  earth  were  numbered  among 
those  sturdy  pioneers  who  braved  the 
sterile  plains  and  faced  the  stern  reali- 
ties of  frontier  life.  When  the  little  fel- 
low was  only  three  years  old  his  parents 
moved  to  Southern  Arizona,  and  there 
settled  on  a  tract  of  land  with  other 
faithful  Saints  of  God  for  the  purpose 
of  beautifying  and  cultivating  the  same, 
that  they  might  wrest  therefrom  a  main- 
tenance for  their  offspring.  The  land 
was  considered  worthless,  so  far  as  the 
production  of  vegetables  and  fruit  were 
concerned,  but  they  went  to  work  with 
a  will,  and  being  united  in  their  efforts, 
the  Lord  blessed  them,  and  today  the 
splendid  results  of  their  diligent  labors 
are  seen  in  the  presence  of  the  thrifty 
little  town  of  Mesa,  which  is  the  pro- 
duction of  their  work. 

The  early  life  of  our  young  brother 
was  spent  on  the  farm,  where  he  learned 
to  plow,  to  sow,  to  reap,  and  to  mow, 
and  to  make  himself  generally  useful. 
Fortune  provided  him  with  a  couple  of 
years'  schooling  in  the  Arizona  Territo- 
rial Normal  Academy,  at  Tempe,  and  he 
strove  to  make  the  best  of  his  opportuni- 
ties. Having  been  taught  the  Gospel  by 
his  loving  parents,  and  instructed  in  the 


ways  of  righteousness  from  his  youth, 
when  the  call  came  to  fill  a  mission  to 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  he  was  ready  to 
go,  and  responded  with  a  willing  heart, 
lie  left  his  all  upon  the  altar  of  conse- 
cration, and  in  the  latter  part  of  March, 
1898,  he  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Here 
he  was  given  to  understand  that  his  la- 
bors were  wanted  in  the  Southern  States 
Mission,  and  so  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
W.  O.  Phelps,  for  this  was  he,  was  ap- 
pointed to  labor  in  the  Florida  Confer- 
ence. Nineteen  months  of  his  time  was 
spent  in  Florida,  when  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Louisiana,  where  he  has  since 
endeavored  to  point  out  to  fallen  man 
the  path  of  duty,  the  way  of  salvation. 

When   President  J.   N.   Miller  was  re- 
leased  to   return   to   his   loved   ones,   the 


ELDER  W.   O.   PHELPS. 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


responsibility  of  presiding  over  the  Lou- 
isiana Conference  was  entrusted  to  his 
care.  Although  his  corps  of  laborers  in 
Louisiana  are  few,  we  look  for  a  contin- 
uation of  the  good  work,  and  trust  that 
through  his  labors  the  hearts  of  many 
may  be  made  to  rejoice,  even  as  his  par- 
ents rejoiced  on  that  Valentine's  day  in 
1876  when  he  was  born. 


History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 

(Continued  from  Page  248.) 
January,  1898. — The  year's  work  began 
with  very  favorable  conditions  existing. 
The  health  of  the  Elders  was  as  a  gen- 
eral rule  good,  and  all  of  them  were  de- 
sirous of  doing  their  duty.  New  sections 
of  country  were  visited  and  many  people 


taught  the  true  plan  of  salvation.  Where 
friends  were  found,  enemies  also  existed, 
to  battle  against  truth  and  righteousness. 

On  the  1st  and  2d  insts.  the  Florida 
Conference  was  held  at  Sanderson,  Ba- 
ker county,  Fla.  The  Elders  had  the 
privilege  of  listening  to  the  inspired 
teachings  of  Apostles  Lyman  and  Cow- 
ley, which  were  timely,  planting  within 
the  hearts  of  the  brethren  a  desire  to  up- 
build mankind  and  show  unto  the  world 
we  are  performing  our  labors  with  love 
in  our  hearts. 

The  South  Alabama  Conference  was 
held  January  8th  and  9th,  near  Jones' 
-Mills,  Monroe  county,  Ala.,  and  was  very 
successful  throughout.  On  the  15th  and 
Itith  the  Mississippi  Conference  was  held 
in  the  opera  house  at  Jackson,  Miss.  Dur- 
ing this  short  stay  in  the  city  the  minis- 
ters did  all  in  their  power  to  instill  within 
the  minds  of  the  people  falsehoods,  their 
main  object  being  to  prevent  the  honest 
in  heart,  or,  in  fact,  any  from  hearing 
the  truth.  And  these  were  men  claiming 
to  be  called  of  God  to  teach  their  fellow 
men:  "Love  your  enemies;  bless  them 
that  curse  you;  do  good  to  them  that  hate 
you." 

Louisiana  Conference  was  held  near 
Vowells  Mills,  Natchitoches  parish,  La., 
and  the  North  Alabama  Conference  con- 
vened at  Plymouth,  Pontotoc  county. 
Miss.,  on  the  29th  and  30th. 

Ten  Elders  arrived  from  Zion  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  month  and  were  sent 
forth   into  different   fields  of  labor. 

Generally  speaking,  the  work  of  the 
various  conferences  progressed  favorably. 
Rainy  weather  interfered  somewhat  with 
the  Elders  traveling,  yet  a  good  work 
was  done  during  January. 

February,  1898.— On  the  night  of  the 
1st  Apostles  Lyman  and  Cowley  left  for 
New  York.  Their  visit  to  the  mission 
was  appreciated  very  much  and  the  good 
advice  and  council  given  was  sure  to  pro- 
duce a  bounteous  harvest  of  good  works. 

The  2d  inst.  found  Elders  Jabez  Faux 
and  L.  W.  Bobbins  in  Tampa,  Fla.. 
ready  to  go  to  work.  The  mayor  of  that 
city  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  their  ser- 
vices and  told  them  plainly  that  if  they 
continued  their  work,  they  could  not 
have  his  protection.  He  also  informed 
them  that  from  the  principal  men  of  the 
city  he  had  received  a  petition  requesting 
the  expulsion  of  the  Elders,  else  the  citi- 
zens would  expel  them,  using  plenty  of 
tar  and  feathers  in  the  work.  Not  wish- 
ing to  remain  where  they  would  not  lie 
respected  as  servants  of  God,  or  Ameri- 
can  citizens,    the   brethren    left   the   city. 

An  account  of  their  expulsion  appeared 
in  the  Tampa  papers  and  was  copied  in 
the  Chattanooga  News.  The  following 
day  after  its  appearance  here  the  Chat- 


250 


THIO    SOUTH KUN    STAIl. 


tanooga  Times  took  occasion  to  severely 
criticise  the  article  and  the  action  of  the 
people  of  Tampa.  The  'rimes  spoke  In 
words  of  praise  of  the  Mormons  as  ir 
luul  found  them  in  Chattanooga. 

Very  favorable  reports  reached  the  of- 
fice from   KMcrs  working  in  Shreveport, 

Li..  Selma,  Ala.,  Charlotte  and  WinsI 

N.  ('..  also  from  many  other  county  scuts. 
President  Kimball  felt  that  a  Georgia 
Conference  should  be  created  and  chose 
for  President  of  the  same  Elder  Albert 
C.  Matheson.  From  two  to  six  Elders 
wore  chosen  from  the  sister  conferences, 
and  word  to  that  effect  was  sent  out  in- 
forming the  different  Conference  Presi- 
dents. The  transferred  Elders  were  in- 
structed to  preach  and  do  all  the  flood 
possible  en  route  to  the  new  conference. 

I 'resident  Joseph  Cornwall,  of  the  Lou- 
isiana Conference,  reported  that  an  ar- 
ticle appeared  in  the  Shreveport  Times 
to  the  effect  that  Elders  Arthur  Dal]  ami 
G.  B.  Moore  had  received  a  shower  of 
rotten  eggs  in  Preston,  La. 

W.  E.  Robinson,  President  of  the  East 
Tennessee  Conference,  reported  excellent 
success  in  Charlotte.  N.  C.  He  and 
companion  were  unable  to  accept  all  in- 
vitations to  dine  and  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  the  homes  of  their  friends. 
(To   be   Continued.) 


WHY  IS  IT? 


BY  THIOODOKE  M  AUTIN'EAU. 
In  these  days  of  progress  and  advanced 
thought,  it  seems  rather  surprising  to  the 
thoughtful  mind  that  there  should  be  so 
little  recognition  given  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man,  a 
doctrine  which  is  as  old  as  Adam  and 
which,  dn  this  age  of  free  thought  ami 
religious  "liberty,  should  be  a  recognized 
principle  of  right  and  justice  in  the  mind 
of  every  intelligent  being  in  existence. 

Springing  from  the  same  source,  com 
posed  of  the  same  elements,  actuated,  in 
general,  by  the  same  impulse  and  emo 
tions,  breathing  the  same  air,  subject  to 
the  same  divine  laws  of  nature,  and  mov- 
ing toward  the  same  goal — how  is  it  we 
find  mankind  so  alike,  yet  so  different? 

With  but  few  exceptions  all  recognize 
the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being.  All 
look  for  something  beyond  this  brief 
span  of  life.  All  have  a  fear  of  punish- 
ment and  hope  of  reward,  yet  how  few, 
comparatively,  are  willing  to  lay  aside 
their  own  petty  jealousies  and  narrow 
prejudices  and  try  to  reach  a  higher  plane 
of  justice  and  toleration! 

The  Bible  is  their  acknowledged  stand- 
ard, yet  they  reject  its  teachings  and 
trample  in  the  dust  its  divine  truths. 

Claiming  to  be  followers  of  Christ,  thev 
crucify  Him  anew  in  their  own  hearts'; 
preach  righteousness  and  practice  hypoc- 
risy. Mempership  in  the  true  Church  of 
Christ  is  claimed,  yet  the  principles  and 
ordinances  upon  which  that  church  was 
founded  are  rejected. 

They  preach  Christ,  yet  renounce  those 
who  come  in  His  name,  bearing  the  same 
Gospel  which  He  established  while  here 
on  earth. 

They  have  a  form  of  Godliness,  but 
deny  the  power  thereof. 

Why  should  such  conditions  exist?  If 
God  is  an  unchangeable  being,  the  same 
yesterday,  today,  and  forever,  is  not  His 
word  the  same  likewise?  Will  not  obe- 
dience to  the  -same  laws  and  ordinances 
which  were  established  in  ancient  days 
for  the  salvation  of  the  human  race  prove 
just  as  effective  today  as  in  the  past  for 
the  elevation  of  mankind? 

If  not,  why  not?  If  the  truth  of  the 
past  is  also  the  truth  of  the  present,  and 
of  the  future,  is  not  obedience  to  the  same 
laws  and  ordinances  which  were  estab- 
lished in  the  past  just  as  essential  to  our 
welfare  for  the  present  and  the  future? 
By  what  authority,  then,  do  men  set 
themselves  up  as  judges  of  their  fellow 
men.'  By  what  authoritv  do  thev  reject 
the  truth,  pervert  the  Scriptures,  and 
teach  for  the  word  of  God  the  man-made 
creeds  of  today? 
Why    do    they    preach    the    Gospel    of 


Jesus    Christ    and    yel    deny    the    signs 

which  lie  promised  should  follow  the  be- 
lieve,? Why  do  they  proclaim  liberty  to 
all   men   and  yel    persecute   I  hose   who  dif- 

fer  from  them  in  their  religious  opinions? 

These    are    thoughts    which    musl    OCCUr 

lo  every  thoughtful  person,  and  questions 

which  each  should  answer  for  himself. 
In  my  travels  among  my  fellow  men,  t 
find  those  who  can  preach  eloquent  ser- 
mons on  the  story  of  the  Good  Samari- 
tan, yel  whose  souls  are  loo  narrow  to 
allow  them  to  succor  an  afflicted  brother. 
Their  pathetic  narration  of  the  sufferings 

of   Jesus    bring    tears    to    the   eyes    of    the 

whole  congregation,  and  the  'meek,  for- 
giving spirit  He  exhibited  toward  His 
torturers  is  dwelt  upon  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  melt  the  heart  of  a  hardened 
villain,  yet  none  are  so  uncharitable  as 
they  toward  one  who  has  been  found  in 
a   fault. 

Do  not  the  same  causes  produce  the 
same  effects?  Are  not  the  fruits  of  the 
Gospel  the  same  today  as  in  the  past? 
Why.  then,  should  the  love,  peace,  char- 
ity, faith  and  virtue  which  were  fruits  of 
the  Gospel  in  former  days,  give  place  to 
contention,  hypocrisy,  envv.  pride  and 
malice  among  those  who  'are  professed 
followers  of  Christ  in  these  latter  days? 
Who  will  answer? 


Abstracts  From  Correspondence. 

_         „,.  Vinseent,   Ky. 

Dear  Editor: 

It  was  in  March,  1S98,  while  seated  on 
a  pile  of  lumber,  that  I  first  beheld  the 
Mormon  Elders,  and  to  me  they  were  a 
curiosity,  wearing  their  long  coa'ts,  derby 
hats  and  carrying  grips.  "This  was  iii 
Lee  county,  Kentucky,  at  a  saw  mill 
which  employed  a  small  squad  of  men. 
The  strangers  came  to  where  the  men 
were  working  and  introduced  themselves 
as  messengers  of  God.  I  shook  hands 
with  them  and  we  sat  down  upon  some 
logs  and  began  to  converse.  At  that 
time  I  was  a  Campbellite  preacher,  false- 
ly called  Christian.  I  wished  to  know 
something  concerning  their  belief  ami 
asked  a  number  of  questions.  This 
seemed  to  please  the  Elders.  Thev  in- 
formed me  their  mission  was  to  enlighten 
mankind  upon  the  plan  of  salvation,  and 
for  me  to  ask  all  the  questions  I  desired. 
I  truly  thought  I  could  defend  my  belief 
against  "all  comers,"  but  alas!  like  main- 
others  who  have  tried  to  overthrow  the 
true  doctrines  of  the  Latter-day  Saints. 
I  was  defeated.  Our  conversatio'n  drifted 
to  the  Scriptures  which  mentions  that  the 
signs  should  follow  the  believers.  I  de- 
nied the  existence  of  signs,  etc.,  in  this 
age  of  enlightenment,  but  I  must  confess 
I  was  again  vanquished,  and  tried  to  ex- 
tract myself  by  demanding  a  sign.  I 
told  them  that  if  they  would  go  and  heal 
a  sick  friend  of  mine  I  would  believe 
them  and  their  doctrine  of  God.  They 
referred  me  to  the  words  of  Jesus  as  re- 
corded in  the  writings  of  Matthew  xii.: 
39:  "An  evil  and  adulterous  generation 
seeketh  after  a  sign:  and  there  shall  no 
sign  be  given  to  it,  but  the  sign  of  the 
Prophet  Jonas,"  which  was  too  much  for 
me  and  I  left.  I  did  not  let  the  Elders 
know  they  had  made  an  impression  on 
me.  that  they  had  planted  a  truth  within 
my  heart  that  .caused  me  to  think.  1 
studied  and  pondered  over  our  argument 
and  fully  decided  that  if  signs  did  not 
follow  believers  today  the  Gospel  Christ 
taught  was  not  upon  the  earth.  I  con- 
tinued to  reflect  upon  the  things  told  me 
by  those  humble  men,  Elders  Mansfield 
and   Bartholomew. 

They  left  that  section  of  the  country, 
and  the  next  Elders  I  met  were  Wright 
and  Tanner.  They  informed  me  that 
they  were  holding  meetings  at  the  Need- 
more  school  house,  Ouslev  countv,  Ky., 
and  that  evening  found  'me  under  the 
sound  of  their  voice  listening  to  the  in- 
spired teaching  they  uttered.  I  bought 
the  Voice  of  Warning  and  read  it.  yet 
I  could  not  fully  comprehend  that  Jo- 
seph Smith  was  a  true  Prophet.  Next  I 
read  Orson  Pratt's  works  and  was  con- 
vinced that  a  Prophet  of  God  should  be 
upon  the  earth  today,  and  why  not  that 
man  be  Joseph  Smith? 


January  Ulid,    1899,    I    was   baptized   an. I 

became  a  member  of  God's  Kingdom. 
Crowds  of  people  Booked  to  the  water's 
edge  io  see  the  baptism  and  many,  In- 
stead of  repenting  of  their  sins  and  obey- 
ing as  1  ilid,  made  light  of  I  he  whole  a  I 
lair.  My  wife  was  baptized  In  April  of 
the  same  year.  The  longer  we  belong  to 
lie-  church  tlft  more  satisfied  are  we. 
Our  hearts  are  filled  with  joy  lo  realize 
thai  we  are  numbered  with  the  chosea 
ice, I.  We  now  know  that  the  signs  do 
follow  the  believers,  thai  the  gifts  and 
blessings  enjoyed  by  the  ancients  can  bl- 
and are  enjoyed  today  bv  the  Latter-day 
Saints.     Ma.\   the  blessings  of  heaven  be 

with  the  faithful.     V •  brother  in  the 

Gospel,  Aimer  Langdon. 

He  Won  the  Case. 
Prof.  Stevens  was  once  working  upon 
a  mining  case  for  the  government  in  a 
Western  State  where  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
practicing  law.  Mr.  Lincoln  at  the  tine- 
was  comparatively  unknown  in  law  and 
politics.  When  the  professor  engaged 
his  room  in  the  crowded  country  hotel, 
he  found  that  a  Mr.  Lincoln  was  to  oc- 
cupy one  bed  in  the  room,  as  there  was 
no  other  place  where  he  could  be  accom- 
modated. After  arranging  his  books  the 
professor  settled  down  in  an  easy  chair 
to  prepare  his  brief. 

Mr.  Lincoln  soon  came  in  and  made 
himself  known.  He  said  he  also  had  to 
spend  the  evening  making  up  an  argu- 
ment upon  a  mining  case,  and  he  knew 
less  about  mines  than  about  anything 
else.  In  an  hour  the  professor  finished 
his  work  and  retired,  but  before  he  did 
so  he  granted  his  roommate  the  privilege 
of  using  all  his  books,  maps  and  papers 
upon  mines  and  mining.  Then  he  went 
to  sleep,  and  when  he  awoke  at  7  the  next 
morning  he  found  Mr.  Lincoln  just  where 
he  had  left  him  poring  over  his  books 
and  papers.  The  lamp  was  still  burning, 
although  it  was  daylight. 

As  Prof.  Stevens'  case  did  not  come 
up  the  next  day  he  attended  the  court  to 
hear  Mr.  Lincoln  present  his  arguments. 
He  reached  the  scene  in  time  for  the 
opening  speech  by  his  roommate,  and  he 
staid  all  through  the  session. 

Although  Mr.  Lincoln  spoke  for  over 
an  hour  on  the  technicalities  of  mines 
and  mining,  he  did  not  make  a  single 
mistake.  He  cross-examined  some  half 
dozen  surveyors  and  engineers  and  in 
every  case  puzzled  and  embarrassed  them 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Of 
course  he  won  the  case.  But  Prof.  Ste- 
vens said  that  everybody  in  the  court  be- 
lieved that  he  had  been  graduated  in 
mining  engineering  and  had  devoted 
years  to  the  study  of  the  science. — Sat- 
urday Evening  Post. 


A  New  Ten  Commandments. 

Thomas  Jefferson. 

1.  Never  put  off  till  tomorrow  what 
you  can  do  today. 

2.  Never  trouble  another  for  what  you 
can  do  yourself. 

3.  Never  spend  your  money  before  you 
have  it. 

4.  Never  buy  what  you  do  not  need  be- 
cause it  is  cheap.     It  will  be  dear  to  you. 

5.  Pride  costs  us  more  than  hunger, 
thirst  and  cold. 

6.  We  never  repent  of  having  eaten 
too  little. 

7.  Nothing  is  troublesame  that  we  do 
willingly. 

8.  How  much  pain  have  cost  us  the 
evils  that  have  never  happened. 

9.  Take  things  always  by  their  smooth 
handle. 

10.  When  angry,  count  ten  before  you 
speak.  If  very  angry,  count  one  hun- 
dred. 
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OBEDIENCE. 


BY   APOSTLE   M.    F.    COWLEY. 


"To  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice,  and 
to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams."  (I. 
Samuel  xv.:22.)  In  an  age  of  the  world 
when  independence  is  the  proud  boast  of 
the  nations,  obedience  is,  by  mistaken 
ideas  of  freedom,  considered  a  mark  of 
humiliation.  To  the  contrary,  it  is  an 
indication  of  moral  courage,  union  and 
power.  It  is  not  blind  obedience  that 
we  maintain,  but  that  type  which  char- 
acterized the  ancient  Seers  and  Saints. 
who,  like  the  Messiah,  were  ready  to  say 
by  word  and  deed,  "I  came  not  to  do 
mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  my  Father 
who  sent  me."  The  Latter-day  Saints 
are  credited  with  being  obedient  and  sub- 
missive to  authority,  this  fact  being  of- 
ten used  by  their  opponents  as  a  stigma. 
They  forget  that  God  requires  obedience, 
that  the  best  embodiment  of  this  prin- 
ciple, the  most  humble  and  yielding  to 
the  Divine  will,  was  the  best  and  purest 
being  who  ever  dwelt  in  mortality,  viz., 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  He  in  whose 
mouth  there  was  found  no  guile;  who 
was  perfect  and  without  blemish  in  all 
the  walks  of  life.  While  obedient  to  His 
Father's  will,  and  humble  to  the  extreme, 
He  was  independent  of  the  influence  and 
persuasions  of  wicked  men. 

This,  too,  is  the  status  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints.  They  are  obedient  to  con- 
science, to  convictions  of  right,  to  Divine 
authority  and  to  God,  in  whom  they  trust. 
While  thus  submissive,  their  persecutors 
have  found  them  equally  oblivious  to  the 
behests  of  wicked  men,  whether  high  or 
low.  Men  have  been  found  in  the 
factories  of  the  old  world,  working  side 
by  side  at  the  weavers'  loom,  in  the  coal 
pit,  or  elsewhere  in  plying  their  various 
avocations  of  life — in  this  condition  the 
Gospel  preached  by  the  Elders  of  Israel 
has  found  them.  Alike,  many  of  them 
have  received  convictions  of  the  truth. 
Some      have      said:  "This        is        the 

truth:  T  must  obey  it  or  stand  con- 
demned." Others  have  said:  "It  is 
true,  but  if  I  obey  I  will  be  ostracized, 
perhaps  lose  my  employment  and  be  an 
outcast  from  my  father's  house.  Better 
that  I  reject  the  truth  and  live  in  peace, 
than  take  upon  me  this  cross  of  obedi- 
ence to  unpopular  truth." 

The  first  obey  the  Gospel,  suffer  per- 
secution, prove  themselves  men  and  will 
reap  eternal  life.  The  others  are  slaves  to 
their  own  fear  of  popular  clamor,  and  to 
the  unseen  powers  of  darkness  which 
lead  men  to  reject  the  plan  of  salvation. 
Of  the  first  named  class  are  the  Latter- 
day  Saints;  a  host  of  men  and  women 
who  have  left  home,  kindred  and  country 
for  the  Gospel's  sake.  They  have  en- 
dured persecution  even  unto  death,  priva- 
tion and  suffering  in  every  form ;  have 
redeemed  a  desert  and  built  up  a  com- 
monwealth so  fruitful  with  education, 
thrift  and  enterprise,  that  any  nation  be- 
neath the  sun  might  well  be  proud  of 
them.  Obedience  and  moral  courage  they 
bequeath  to  their  posterity  as  a  legacy- 
better  than  diamonds  or  the  honors  anil 
praise  of  a  fallen  world.  They  look  back 
to  their  associates  in  early  manhood,  who 
for  fear,  rejected  the  truth,  and  find 
them,  whether  living  or  dead,  in  most 
cases,  unhonored  and  unknown.  The 
obedience  rendered  by  Latter-dav  Saints 
to  the  authority  of  the  Priesthood  is  not 
secured  by  virtue  of  any  solemn  obliga- 
tion entered  into  by  the  adherent  to  obey 
the  dictum  of  his  superiors  in  office:  but 
upon  the  nature  of  the  Gospel,  which 
guarantees  to  everv  adherent  the  com- 
panionship of  the  Holy  Snirit,  and  this 
Spirit  secures  to  every  faithful  individual 
a  living  testimony  concerning  the  truth 
or  falsity  of  every  proposition  presented 
for  his  consideration.  "By  one  Spirit 
are  ye  baptized  into  one  body;"  and  "by 


one  Spirit  have  we  access  unto  the  Fa- 
ther." (Eph.  ii.)  So  that  as  all  men  and 
women  who  embrace  the  Gospel  are  en- 
titled to  an  individual  testimony  of  the 
truth,  so  the  same  Spirit  guides  into  all 
truth,  reveals  the  things  of  the  Father, 
and  imparts  that  inspiration  essential  to 
preserve  mankind  from  blind  obedience, 
to  erroneous  principles  and  false  guides. 
The  statement  of  the  Savior  as  recorded 
in  St.  John  vii.:17,  covers  the  ground  in 
the  broadest  light:  "If  any  man  will  do 
His  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine, 
whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I  speak 
of  myself."  This  secures  to  every  true 
Saint,  if  he  is  faithful,  protection  against 
imposture,  the  abuse  of  power,  and  the 
false  decisions  of  man-made  councils.  In 
this  particular  the  Church  of  Christ  Is 
distinguished  from  all  other  systems  and 
institutions.  He  has  promised  to  guide 
and  direct,  and  that  He  "doeth  nothing 
but  He  revealeth  His  secrets  unto  His 
servants,  the  Prophets."  (Amos  iii.:7.) 
This  does  not  imply  the  infallibility  of 
man,  but  it  does  imply  the  promise  that 
no  man  or  council  of  men  who  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  Church  shall  have  power 
to  lead  the  Saints  astray.  With  this  as- 
surance, then,  the  people  of  God  in  every 
dispensation  have  been  justified  in  ren- 
dering absolute,  yet  intelligent  obedience, 
to  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Prophets.  It 
is  an  undeniable  fact  in  the  history  of 
the  Saints,  that  obedience  to  whatever 
united  council  has  come,  either  by  writ- 
ten document  or  verbally  from  the  Pres- 
idency of  the  Church,  has  been  attended 
with  good  results.  On  the  other  hand, 
whosoever  has  opposed  such  council,  with- 
out repentance,  has  been  followed  with 
evidence  of  condemnation. 

Even  applying  this  principle  to  the  or- 
ganizations of  a  civil  and  business  char- 
acter, confusion  and  weakness  results 
from  men  refusing  their  support  to  the 
decision  of  the  presiding  authority  or  of 
the  majority,  where  the  action  is  left  to 
popular  vote.  Carlyle,  the  great  English 
writer,  said:  "All  great  minds  are  re- 
spectfully obedient  to  all  that  is  .over 
them.     Only  small  souls  are  otherwise." 

The  obedience  rendered  to  God  is  based 
upon  a  conviction  that  He  is  perfect,  in 
all  His  ways.  Possessing  the  attributes 
of  justice,  judgment,  knowledge,  power, 
mercy  and  truth  in  all  their  fullness. 
Obedience  to  His  appointed  authority 
upon  the  earth  is  obedience  to  Him,  and 
is  so  taught  by  the  Savior.  "He  that  re- 
ceiveth  you  receiveth  me,  and  he  that 
receiveth  me  receiveth  Him  that  sent 
me."  (Matthew  x.:40.)  "He  that  hear- 
eth  you  heareth  me;  and  he  that  de- 
spiseth  you  despiseth  me;  and  he  that 
despiseth  me,  despiseth  Him  that  sent 
me."     (Luke  x.:16.) 

"Verily,  I  say  unto  you.  He  that  receiv- 
eth whomsoever  I  send  receiveth  me;  and 
he  that  receiveth  me,  receiveth  Him  that 
sent  me."     (St.  John  xiii.:20.) 

It  is  not  the  attractive  qualities  of  the 
individual,  however  great,  which  renders 
submission  to  his  administrations  valid, 
but  the  authority  of  God  which  he  hears. 
The  acts  of  Philip,  Stephen,  Paul,  or 
James  were  just  as  valid  and  binding  as 
those  of  the  Messiah  Himself  when  per- 
formed by  His  authority  and  in  His 
name.  To  reject  the  personal  teachings 
and  offices  of  the  Savior  could  bring  no 
greater  condemnation,  than  to  reject  the 
teachings  of  any  man  sent  of  God  bear- 
ing authority  and  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  speak  and  act  in  His  name. 
This  great  truth  was  told  by  the  Savior 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  perhaps 
no  more  forcibly  or  in  more  beautiful 
terms  than  expressed  in  the  following: 
"When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in 
his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with 
him.  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  his  glory;  and  before  him  shall  be 
gathered  all  nations;  and  He  shall  sepa- 
rate them  one  from  another,  as  a  shep- 
herd  divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats. 


And  He  shall  set  the  sheep  on  His  right 
hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left.  Then 
shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  His 
right  hand,  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa- 
ther, inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
For  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me 
meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me 
drink;  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me 
in:  Naked  and  ye  clothed  me:  1  was 
sick  and  ye  visited  me;  I  was  in  prison 
and  ye  came  to  me.  Then  shall  the 
righteous  answer  Him,  saying:  Lord, 
when  saw  we  Thee  an  hungered 
and  fed  Thee?  or  thirsty  and  gave 
Thee  drink?  When  saw  we  Thee 
a  stranger  and  took  Thee  in? 
or  naked  and  clothed  Thee?  or  when 
saw  wo  Thee  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  came 
unto  Thee?  And  the  King  shall  answer 
and  say  unto  them,  Verily  I  say  unto  yon, 
inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  ot 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me." 

When  He  told  the  wicked  that  they 
had  failed  to  thus  administer  unto  Him, 
they  began  to  plead  that  they  had  not 
seen  Him  sick,  in  prison,  hungry,  naked 
or  athirst.  He  answered  them,  "Inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  not  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  unto  me." 
(Matthew  xxv. :31-45.)  It  was  not  the 
individuality  of  the  person  which  called 
for  respect  and  consideration.  It  is  the 
principle  involved.  God  had  placed  His 
authority  upon  humble  men.  Through 
their  administrations  only  can  be  secured, 
the  benefits  and  blessings  wdiich  follow 
obedience  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Gos- 
pel. 

Implicit  obedience  must  be  rendered. 
The  mandates  of  Jehovah  are  imperative. 
No  substitute  will  do.  The  blessings  are 
offered  to  all  upon  condition.  The  con- 
dition is  obedience  complete,  to  the  plan 
as  God  has  established  it. 

Saul  was  commanded  to  destroy  Agag 
and  all  his  hosts,  man  and  beast.  He 
kept  the  best  of  the  flock,  for,  he  said,  a 
sacrifice,  but  God  had  ordered  otherwise 
and  Saul's  disobedience  caused  him  to 
lose  the  kingdom,  shut  him  out  from  the 
revelations  which  came  by  dream,  vision 
and  Urim  and  Thurmim.  "Thou  shalt 
not  steady  the  ark,"  and  they  who  dis- 
obeyed were  smitten  of  the  Lord.  'Israel 
by  disobedience  lost  the  guidance  of  the 
Almighty,  went  into  spiritual  darkness, 
and  have  been  scattered  to  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  earth,  "a  hiss  and  a  proverb 
in  the  mouths  of  all  nations." 

Obedience  is  essential  to  salvation,  es- 
sential to  success  in  every  avenue  of  hu- 
man enterprise,  whether  rendered  to  the 
laws  of  God  direct,  in  their  moral  and 
spiritual  phases,  or  to  His  authority  vest- 
ed in  man,  obedience  must  be  implicit. 
The  haughty  man  boasts  of  independ- 
ence. He  scorns  the  humble  followers 
of  the  Lord,  but  while  he  prates  of  free- 
dom, he  is  himself  slavishly  obedient  to 
his  own  whims  and  mistaken  ideas,  or  to 
the  spirit  of  evil;  to  popular  sentiment,  or 
other  influence  always  dangerous  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind.  The  Saints  have 
been  accused  of  being  Priest-ridden  and 
fearful  to  use  their  own  judgment.  What 
do  the  facts  show?  They  are  only  asked 
to  do  right,  live  pure  lives,  do  good  to 
all  men,  evil  to  none,  respect  the  order  of 
God's  kingdom  that  salvation  may  come 
to  them  and  be  extended  to  all  the  world. 
Their  obedience  has  made  them  the  best 
and  purest  body  of  people  on  1he  earth. 

What  of  the  character  of  those  who 
have  derided  them?  They  are  slaves  to 
a  shallow  and  excited  sentiment,  or  to 
wickedness  and  vice:  obedient  to  their 
own  lusts  and  wicked  ways.  Compared 
with  those  they  misrepresent,  they  are 
below  them  in  almost  every  trait  which 
characterizes  noble  manhood.  By  obedi- 
ence to  God  and  His  Priesthood  the 
Saints  in  this  age  have  come  off  triumph- 
ant over  obstacles  within  and  foes  with- 
out. By  obedience  to  God  and  His  com- 
mands they  will  continue  the  blessed  and 
favored  of  the  Lord  forever;  truly  they 
have  proven  the  words  of  Samuel  to 
Saul,  verily  true,  "To  obey  is  better  than 
sacrifice  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of 
rams." 
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Saturday,  July  7,  1900. 
ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OP  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

1.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Hia  Sod 
Jeius  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

5.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  pooished  tor  tbeir  own 
•  inn,  and  oot  for  Adam'a  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonement  of  Christ,  all 
mankind  (nay  be  saved,  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordi. 
Dances  of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  are  :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  second. 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins;  fourth,  Laying  on  of  Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 
Obost. 

6.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bands,"  by  those  who  are 
in  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi. 
nances  thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  prune  organization  that  existed  io 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  EvaogeliBte,  etc. 

-7,  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  tongues,  etc 

8.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  aall 
Is  translated  correctly  ;  we  alBO  believe  the  Booh  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  (Toes 
Dow  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  thiogs  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes;  that  Zion  will  be  bnilt  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent;  that  Christ  will  reign  person, 
ally  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  bow,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulere, 
and  magistrates ;  in  obeying,  hoooring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  aWe  believe  in  being  honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
vlrtunns,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  man;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  things,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuous, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  thee* 
Skius.— JOSEPH  SM1TU. 


THE  BIHTII  OF  AMERICAN  LIBERTY 


Wednesday,  the  4th  inst.,  marked  an- 
other birthday  of  America,  a  day  long  to 
be  remembered  by  every  true  American 
citizen.  The  life  and  death  struggles  of 
those  days  of  '76,  causes  the  fire  of  pa- 
triotism to  glow  anew  and  finds  expres- 
sion in  the  firing  of  cannons,  and  patriotic 
speeches. 

The  germs  of  liberty  sown  in  those  co- 
lonial days  are  transplanted  within  the 
hearts  of  each  succeeding  generation. 
When  that  decisive  blow  was  struck  in 
the  name  of  liberty,  truth  and  freedom, 
the  whole  universe  shook  and  the  fet- 
ters of  tyranny  fell  from  the  hand  of  fair 
Columbia.  Long  live  the  memory  of  those 
noble  patriots  who  fought,  bled  and  died 
for  the  liberty  we  enjoy  today. 

In   face  of  death   who  dared   to  fling 
Defiance  to  a  tyrant  king." 


i'i:nsi:<  i  tki)   ms.'ipi.ics. 


An  exchange  has  the  following  to  say, 
relative  iii  the  treatment  of  Christian  mis- 
sionaries in  the  orient  of  China: 

Tiir  Ignorant  i pie  of  Chins  have  organ 

Ized  their  opposition  to  foreigners  and 
Christians,  and  are  now  In  open  rebellion 
against  tin-  government  ami  ai  war  with  nil 
Christendom.  A  number  of  missionaries 
have  been  cruelly  killed  nnil  many  others 
are  Seeing  for  their  lives,  oi  the  80,000 
Chinese:  Christians  scattered  over  the  em 
pile  Hundreds  have  perished  at  the  bands 
of  their  persecutors,  and  the  rest  arc  In 
great   peril  of  life  and  property. 

They  perish  like  Stephen,  praying  for 
their  persecutors.  "The  blood  of  the  mar- 
tyrs Is  the  seed  of  the  church."  China's 
redemption  is  near.  Let  your  missionary 
Offerings  How  Into  the  treasury  that  we 
may  be  ready  for  the  larger  opportunity 
thi I    is   at   hand. 

The  civilized  nations,  Including  Japan, 
are  hurrying  military  and  naval  forces  to 
the  scene  oi  riot  for  the  protection  of  mis- 
sionaries and   other  foreigners. 

Let  the  whole  church  pray  for  the  per- 
secuted  disciples  in   China. 

We  sometimes  wonder  if  modern  Chris- 
tendom ever  stops  long  enough  to  engage 
her  serious  and  sober  attention  towards 
a  people  upon  this  boasted  land  of  liberty 
and  equal  rights,  who  have  suffered  much 
persecution,  endured  fierce  and  cowardly 
opposition,  at  the  hands  of  a  professedly 
religious  and  Christian  generation. 

When  the  call  for  volunteers  came 
in  '08,  many  of  our  Elders  laid  aside 
their  Prince  Albert  suits  to  don  the  blue 
uniform  and  defend  American  rights  in 
the  Philippines  and  Cuba.  We  are  just 
as  ready  and  willing  today,  to  shoulder 
arms,  and  take  our  places  in  the  ranks 
of  Uncle  Sam's  army,  in  defense  of 
Protestant  and  Catholic  ministers  in 
China,  -while  our  own  brethren  remain 
behind  to  be  persecuted  and  abused  by 
those  who  should  be  our  very  best  anil 
dearest  friends — Christian  ministers! 

What  is  the  matter?  Whoever 
heard  of  armored  cruisers  and  iron- 
plated  sea  plows  scudding  the  wave, 
manned  with  skilled  marines,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  poor,  defenseless  Mormon  El- 
der who  was  being  brutally  punisn^.  by  a 
horde  of  wicked  mobbersV  Xo.  the  Elders 
of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  may  be  waylaid,  mobbed, 
abused  and  even  slain,  and  all  the  conso- 
lation or  justice  they  receive  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  words  of  President  Van 
Buren  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  : 
"Your  cause  is  just,  but  I  can  do  nothing 
for  you." 

We  have  no  moral  or  legal  right  to  op- 
press or  persecute  anyone.  As  Latter-day 
Saints  we  could  not  if  we  would,  we  would 
not  if  we  could.  Talk  about  praying  "for 
the  persecuted  disciples  in  China."  Why 
not  do  just  a  little  praying  .or  the  per- 
secuted disciples  in  America?  Charity 
begins  at  home.  First  set  your  own  house 
in  order,  see  that  love  abounds  therein, 
with  good-will  for  all  the  children  of  tue 
household :  then  branch1  out  beyond  the 
precincts  of  home  and  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  a  distressed  and  afflicted  neighbor.  The 
actions  of  the  good  Christians  of  this 
present  day  are  similar  to  the  acts  of 
those  earlier  religionists  who  fell  on  their 
knees,  and  then  rose  up  and  fell  on  the 
aborigines. 

We  do  not,  by  any  means,  sanction  or 
encourage  the  act  of  the  heathenish  China- 
man, in  slaying  or  scourging  the  mission- 
aries, but  we  do  say,  in  all  soberness  and 
earnestness,  that  modern  Christendom  has 
been  feeding  the  Mormon  people  on  just 
such  harsh  and  altogether  un-Christian 
treatment  since  the  organization  of  the 
Church  in  1830.  Our  efforts  and  our  tal- 
ents shall  ever  be  pledged  to  bring  about 
a  restoration  of  peace,  an  era  of  good  will, 
when  everyone  shall  enjoy  liberty  of  con- 
science, freedom  of  speech,  and  the  perfect 
right  to  worship  God  according  to  their 
conception  of  Deity,  without  restraint  or 


opposition,  Why  not  in-  (air-minded,  mod 
'in  Christiana?    Why  not  be  liberal,  eon 

sislenl   and  just   in  your  views;   no  mailer 

with  whomsoever  ye  may  in- dealing?  Prac 
lice  jusi  u  little  of  t in-  Immortal  Lincoln's 
make-up:    "Love  towards  all,  with  malice 

for  none."  This  is  llu-  true  and  only  gen 
nine  Christian   spirit.      Give   OS  a   hearing 

iliui  we  might  be  understood;  grant  ns  an 
audience  thai  we  might  declare  our  roes 
sage;  give  ns  an  opportunity  of    appearing 

in    our    own    defense,    and    then    do   as    the 

Apostle  Pan]  commands:  "Prove  all 
things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,"  (1 
These.  5:21)  "but  shun  profane  and  vain 
babblings;  for  they  will  increase  unto 
more  ungodliness."   Il  Tim.  2:16.) 

Ever  since  the  day  when  the  first  mar- 
tyr, Abel,  fell  beneath  the  cursed  blow  of 
his  wicked  brother  Cain,  the  ungodly  have 
striven  to  club  and  drive  from  the  face  of 
the  earth  the  righteous,  the  faithful,  the 
just  and  the  true.  And  so  it  will  be  thus 
until  that  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord  cometh,  when  all  the  proud  and  they 
that  worketh  wickedness  shall  be  as  stub- 
ble to  be  consumed  before  the  fiery  indig- 
nation of  God's  righteous  wrath.  "Ven- 
geance is  mine,  I  will  repay,  saith  the 
Lord  God." 

Why,  modern  Christendom,  will  ye  re- 
main mute,  and  close  your  ears  against  the 
appeals  of  a  people  who  profess  to  be- 
lieve in  the  same  God  you  claim  to  obey? 
Why  will  ye  allow  your  souls  to  be  dumb, 
your  tongues  silent,  and  your  hearts  un- 
loving, when  mob  violence  is  rampant, 
and  persecution  raging  in  our  own  fair 
land?  Why  not  buckle  on  the  armor  of 
fair-mindedness,  and,  like  valiant  men,  as 
you  should  be,  stand  to  the  colors  of  your 
honored  and  respected  grandsires.  who 
nobly  fell  at  Lexington.  Concord  and  Bos- 
ton, that  all  the  gallant  sons  and  lovely 
daughters  of  Columbia  may  be  privileged 
to  enjoy  liberty  and  freedom,  now  and 
forevermore?  These  are  pertinent  ques- 
tions, and  we  shall  find  that  when  we  treat 
each  other  kindly,  that  (iod  will  bless  us. 
prepare  our  way,  make  our  path  plain, 
and  fight  our  battles. 

It  is  perfectly  right  and  proper  that 
the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  should 
come  to  the  aid  of  our  countrymen  in 
China,  and  quell  the  barbaric  treatment 
ministered  by  the  Boxers  unto  the  Chris- 
tian missionaries.  We  have  an  abhorrence 
for  such  conduct,  and  trust  that  the  Chi- 
nese government  will  be  taught  a  lesson 
not  soon  to  be  forgotten,  and  one  which 
will  prove  an  example  worthy  of  emula- 
tion unto  all  who  endeavor  to  suppress 
religious  differences  by  brute  force.  When 
the  flood  gates  of  civilization  are  opened, 
let  the  barriers  of  barbarism  How  down 
before  its  enlightened  surge.  Barbarism 
must  ever  give  way  to  civilization,  even  as 
darkness  must  vanish  and  flee  before  the 
rays  of  light.  By  her  blood-thirsty  and 
heathenish  acts  China  has  sealed  her 
doom;  her  downfall  is  inevitable:  the 
hand-writing  of  the  nations'  finger  de- 
clares her  wreck  and  ruin,  and  soon  the 
tide  of  civilization  will  sweep  across  her 
vast  domains. 

We  are  indeed  proud  to  know  that  Co- 
lumbia will  join  hands  with  the  mighty 
powers  of  the  earth,  and  that  the  Star- 
Spangled  Banner  will  be  carried  by  the 
gallant  marines  of  Uncle  Sam's  navy  to 
Chinese  blood-stained  soil,  in  vindictive  in- 
dignation of  the  murder  and  persecution 
of  its  noble  citizens.  Let  the  nations  com- 
bine, and  say,  as  with  a  voice  of  thun- 
der, "It  is  a  God-given  legacy  that  all 
should  have  the  privilege  of  believing  as 
their  minds  may  incline,  and  worshipping 
as  their  consciences  may  direct,  and  we 
will  protect  them  in  the  exercise  of  their 
rights."  Then,  when  the  foreign  conquest 
shall  have  ended,  arfd  the  idolator  taught 
this  lesson,  let  the  "powers  that  be"  see 


THE    SOUTHERN    STAR. 


to  it  that  their  own  children  strictly  com- 
ply with  their  teachings,  granting  due  re- 
spect unto  everyone,  let  them  worship  how, 
where  or  what  they  may. 


ELDER    N.   V.    S.    C.   JENSEN. 


There  has  been  a  rumor  going  the 
rounds  of  the  press  to  the  effect  that  El- 
der N.  U.  S.  C.  Jensen,  of  Sugar  Ward, 
Salt  Lake  county,  Utah,  was  one  of  the 
victims  of  that  sad  railroad  wreck  which 
occurred  at  McDonough,  Ga.,  on  the  night 
of  the  23rd  ult.  The  evidence  pointing  to 
his  identification  as  one  of  the  number 
killed,  was  owing  to  the  presence  of  his 
baggage  on  the  wrecked  train ;  but  Elder 
Jensen  did  not  accompany  his  baggage ;  he 
came  from  Macon  to  Atlanta  just  one 
train  ahead  of  the  same,  arriving  safe  and 
sound.  Strange  to  say,  however,  his  per- 
sonal effects  were  found  with  the  body  of 
one  who  was  unknown,  and  unidentified. 
Naturally  enough  it  was  believed  to  be  his 
body,  for  on  the  unknown  dead  was  found 
one  of  Elder  W.  H.  Jensen's  name  cards, 
and  all  around  the  corpse,  and  even  un- 
derneath the  same,  were  found  articles  be- 
longing to  Elder  N.  U.  S.  C.  Jensen,  and 
bearing  his  inscription.  The  parents  of 
Elder  Jensen  were  wired  that  their  son 
was  killed,  and  were  asked  to  telegraph 
instructions  concerning  the  disposal  of  his 
remains.  A  telegram  from  President  Rich 
corrected  the  mistake  and  brought  joy  to 
the  hearts  of  the  grief-strickn  parents, 
who  were  informed  that  their  son  was 
well  and  would  soon  return  to  comfort 
them  by  his  presence.  Many  good  friends, 
who  supposed  that  one  of  our  Elders  had 
fallen  a  victim  in  the  wreck,  came  to  our 
aid.  and  endeavored  to  render  all  the  as- 
sistance within  their  power.  We  highly 
appreciate  their  kindness,  and  feel  to  make 
special  mention  of  the  generous,  hospita- 
ble good-naturedness  of  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ford,  of  Atlanta,  who  strove  to  make 
themselves  useful  and  helpful  in  our  be- 
half. 

Our  love,  faith,  prayers  and  good  will 
go  out  to  those  who  are  bereaved  of  loved 
ones  by  reason  of  the  disastrous  accident, 
and  we  feel  to  ask  God's  blessings  upon 
them  in  the  hour  of  their  affliction.  That 
all  may  know  that  we  extend  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  unto  those  whose  dear  ones 
were  so  suddenly  taken  from  their  midst 
in  this  awful  wreck  ;  that  they  may  know 
that  we  fully  appreciate  the  kindness  of 
the  many  friends  who  freely  and  voluntar- 
ily proffered  their  services  in  our  behalf, 
and  that  Elder  N.  U.  S.  0.  Jensen  was 
not  one  of  the  number  killed,  we  pen  this 
brief  note. 


THE    PROPHETS   DEATH. 


June  27th  was  the  fifty-sixth  anniver- 
sary of  martyrdom  of  Joseph  and  Hyrum 
Smith.  In  speaking  of  the  anniversary. 
the  Descret  News  has  the  following: 

"They  were  both  murdered  by  a  mob 
of  so-called  'Christians,'  who  had  their 
faces  blackened,  at  Carthage,  III.,  June 
27,    1844.  There    was    no    legal    case 

against  them,  although  they  had  given 
themselves  up  to  arrest.  But  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  charges  against  them  were 
false,  and  that  they  could  not  be  convict- 
ed. It  was  therefore  declared:  'Law  can- 
not touch  them,  but  powder  and  ball 
shall.'  They  were  slain  for  the  truth's 
sake.  They  sealed  their  testimony  with 
their  blood.  The  soil  of  Illinois  is  stained 
with  it.  and  it  has  never  been  avenged. 
Its  voice  is  added  to  the  cries  of  those  of 
old  from  'under  the  altar,'  and  will  not 
be  heard  in  vain.  'The  blood  of  the  mar- 
tyrs' has  once  more  proved  to  be  the 
'seed  of  the  Church.'     The  names  of  the 


brothers  in  kin  and  in  faith  are  known 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  and 
heathendom  has  heard  of  them,  while 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  seekers  after 
divine  light  have  found  it,  as  brought  to 
earth  and  spread  through  their  instru- 
mentality. The  work  they  began  in  the 
Mesh  they  are  now  carrying  on  in  the 
spirit.  A  host  of  faithful  servants  of 
God  who  have  followed  them  behind  the 
veil,  are  laboring  with  them  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  dead.  We  do  not  wor- 
ship either  of  them,  but  we  revere  their 
memory  and  honor  them  as  worthy  of 
our  everlasting  regard.  The  great  prin- 
ciples for  which  they  lived  and  died  will 
never  perish,  and  the  influence  of  their 
testimony  and  their  example  will  never 
fade.  Hail  to  the  Prophet  and  Patriarch 
of  the  last  dispensation!  Let  the  day  of 
their  birth  be  ever  commemorated,  and 
the  day  of  their  martyrdom  be  always 
kept  in  mind.  They  were  chosen  of  God 
to  be  saviors  of  men,  and  they  will  shine 
with  the  crowned  in  the  glory  of  the 
Father." 


GOD'S  GREATEST  GIFT. 


HRIGHAM  YOUNG   ACADEMY. 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  our  receipt 
of  the  Brigham  Young  Academy  circular 
for  the  twenty-fifth  academic  year.  Its 
title  page  is  adorned  with  that  good  old 
motto  of  our  Deseret  home — the  Bee  Hive 
— signifying  no  idlers  or  drones  wanted, 
but  busy  workers  in  demand.  The  insti- 
tution has  done  much  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  work  of  God,  and  from  its  educa- 
tive chambers  have  come  many  valiant 
defenders  of  righteousness  whose  efforts 
have  been  productive  of  much  good  in  the 
Southern  States  Mission.  We  wish  it  suc- 
cess in  its  endeavors  to  promulgate  the 
right  wavs  of  the  Lord,  and  pray  the  bles- 
sings of  heaven  upon  all  who  strive  to  edu- 
cate, enlighten  and  instruct  the  youth  of 
Zion. 


PRESIDENT    SNOW    IMPROVING. 


Late  reports  from  Salt  Lake  City  bring 
the  encouraging  news  that  President  Snow 
is  improving  from  his  sickness.  Such 
good  tidings  will  cause  Elders  and  Saints 
in  all  the  world  to  rejoice  and  give  praise 
to  God,  the  Eternal  Father. 


Brother  John  Harvey  has  written  us 
desiring  that  we  request  the  Elders  to  try 
and  find  the  whereabouts  of  his  son,  King 
M.  Harvey.  He  was  in  Pasco  county, 
Florida,  when  last  heard  from  seven  years 
ago.  If  his  address  be  known,  please  in- 
form John  Harvey,  Springville,  Ky. 


Summer  Excursions— Colorado,  Utah. 

The  Union  Pacific  will  place  in  effect 
June  21,  July  7  to  ID.  inclusive,  July  IS 
and  August  2,  summer  excursion  rates 
of  one  fare  for  the  round  trip  plus  $2 
from  Missouri  river  to  Denver.  Colorado 
Springs.  Pueblo,  Ogden  and  Salt  Lake. 
Tickets  good  for  return  until  October  31. 
For  full  particulars  address  J.  F.  Aglar, 
General  Agent,  St.  Louis. 


Reduced  Rates  to  Salt  Lake,  via  Union  Pacific. 

June  25th  to  July  11th,  Union  Pacific 
make  one  fare  plus  two  dollars  for  the 
round  trip,  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Kan- 
sas City  to  Ogden  and  Salt  Lake. 


Once   to   every   man   and   nation   comes   the 
moment  to  decide, 

In   the   strife   of   Truth    and    Falsehood,    for 
the  good  or  evil  side; 

Some  great  cause,  God's  new  Messiah,  offer- 
ing each  the  bloom  or  blight. 

Parts    the    goats   upon    the    left    hand,    and 
the  sheep  upon  the  right: 

And  the  choice  goes  by  forever  'twixt  that 
darkness  and  that  light. 

— James  Russell  Lowell. 


BY   ELDKlt   DAVID  H.   ELTON. 

(Continued  from  page  242.1 

THE  GOSPEL— We  have  concluded 
that  the  greatest  gift  of  God  is  salvation 
in  His  celestial  kingdom,  anil  now  we 
proceed  to  investigate  the  principles  and 
ordinances  conducive  and  essential  to 
that  end.  By  salvation,  let  it  be  under- 
stood that  we  mean  not  only  a  redemption 
of  the  mortal  body  from  the  grave,  and 
a  reuniting  of  the  spirit  with  the  same, 
but  also  a  deliverance  from  sin,  a  victory 
over  every  evil,  and  a  triumph  over  all 
wickedness,  being  ransomed,  sanctified, 
and  exalted  with  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ.  You  remember  that  the 
Messiah  hath  said,  "To  him  that  over- 
cometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my 
throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame,  and  am 
set  down  with  my  Father  in  His  throne." 
(Rev.  3:21.)  To  sit  with  Christ  in  His 
throne  certainly  gives  us  a  state  of  high 
and  eternal  exaltation  and  blessedness; 
but  we  must  not  suppose  for  one  moment 
that  this  exaltation  and  glory  can  be 
obtained  and  enjoyed  without  any  effort 
on  our  part.  To  suppose  such  would  be 
a  vain  delusion,  for  the  Psalmist  has 
said.  "Pie  that  walketh  uprightly,  am] 
worketh  righteousness,  and  speaketh  the 
truth  in  his  heart,"  shall  abide  in  the 
tabernacle  of  the  Lord,  and  dwell  in  His 
holy  hill.  (Psalms  15.)  A  mere  intel- 
lectual assent  to  the  will  of  God,  or  a 
verbal  expression  of  belief  in  Deity,  will 
not  save;  these  must  be  of  such  a  nature 
and  profitableness  as  to  lead  one  to  com- 
ply with  His  holy  laws,  then  are  they  pro- 
ductive of  rich  fruits  and  manifold  bless- 
ings. We  have  been  given  the  key  note; 
we  have  been  shown  the  way  of  salva- 
tion; the  path  of  duty  is  made  plain  by 
the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
we  need  not  wander,  knowing  not  whith- 
er we  go,  being  driven  hither  and  thither, 
tossed  to  and  fro  upon  a  sea  of  confusion 
by  every  wave  of  doctrine  and  petty  for- 
malism. 

The  light  of  the  world  is  Jesus,  and  if 
mankind  will  only  "walk  In  the  light." 
do  as  He  has  bidden  them  do.  obey  His 
holy  and  righteous  commands;  put  them- 
selves in  perfect  harmony  with  God  and 
His  laws,  then  the  redeeming  blood  of 
Christ  will  cleanse  them  from  all  sin, 
and  our  Eternal  Father  will  raise  them 
up  at  the  last  day  to  glory,  honor,  and 
everlasting  life.  Christ  came  to  do  His 
Father's  will;  He  learned  obedience  by 
the  things  which  He  suffered;  He  drank 
the  dregs  of  that  bitter  cup  prepared  for 
Him  from  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world:  He  satisfied  the  stern  demands  of 
justice  and  paid  the  penalty  upon  the 
Cross:  He  subjected  Himself  to  the  sting 
of  death,  to  the  loneliness  and  solitude  of 
the  tomb,  that  lie  might  burst  asunder 
the  bands  of  death,  rob  the  grave  of  her 
victory,  and  rise  a  resurrected,  trium- 
phant, immortalized  and  glorified  Medi- 
ator and  Redeemer.  Now  all  this  was 
done  that  justice  might  be  satisfied:  that 
the  Adamic  debt  might  be  paid;  that  all 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  men  might  be 
redeemed  and  loosened  from  the  dominion 
of  death,  and  raised  in  immortality  to  life 
eternal. 

The  means  of  grace,  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion, is  known  to  us  as  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  It  was  instituted  of  God 
in  the  heavens,  and  was  established  upon 
the  earth  by  the  only  Begotten  Son  at 
the  cost  of  His  life's  blood.  The  Savior 
gives  us  to  understand  that  He  "came 
down  from  heaven  not  to  do  His  own 
will  but  the  will  of  the  Father"  (John 
6:38),    and    He    furthermore    said,    "My 
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meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  I [im  thai  sent 
me,  and  to  finish  His  work."  (John  1:34.) 
is  ii  necessary  thai  we  too  must  also  •  1  •  • 
the  will  of  the  Father?  Yes.  absolutelj 
bo.     Let   the  Savior  address  you  in  His 

own  words,  "not  every  one  that   snilh  un- 

io  me,  Lord,  Lord,  simil  enter  Into  the 
kingdom  ol  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth 
i  ho  will  or  inv  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  (Matt  7:21.)  Here 
we  observe  that  men  are  to  receive  re- 
wards, not  for  their  words  or  profession, 
but  for  their  obedience  to  the  revealed 
will  ol'  (Jod.  The  will  oC  God  is  beauti- 
fully manifest  and  made  known  in  the 
life  labors,  commands  and  holy  precepts 
of  the  Son.  lie  commands  us  to  follow 
Him,  and  do  the  will  of  the  Father,  toll- 
ing us  at  the  same  lime  that  if  we  will 
so  do  that  we  shall  enter  '"into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven." 

"We  have  heretofore  slated  that  "the 
means  of  grace"  by  which  we  are  re- 
deemed, and  the  plan  of  life  by  which 
we  are  saved,  is  known  as  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  "To  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony."  (Isaiah  8:20.)  "The  begin- 
ning of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God."  (Mark  1:1.)  To  define 
I  hi'  Gospel  in  simple  terms,  we  might 
say  with  Paul  that  "it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation;"  or,  that  it  is  a  code 
of  reasonable  principles  and  ordinances, 
beautifully  adapted  to  the  children  of 
men  in  their  fallen  state,  consistent  and 
logical,  embodying  all  that  is  good  and 
lovely  to  the  exclusion  of  all  that  is  evil 
and  bad.  To  obey  the  Gospel,  means  to 
lie  sincere,  honest,  truthful,  kind,  benevo- 
lent, and  upright;  delighting  in  holiness 
and  righteousness,  with  an  abhorrence 
of  wickedness  in  every  form;  ministering 
|o  the  afflicted,  comforting  the  downcast, 
visiting  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  do- 
ing good  to  all  who  stand  in  need,  and 
keeping  free  and  unspotted  from  the  sins 
of  the  world.  (The  principles  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel  will  receive  atten- 
tion and  consideration  in  another  num- 
ber.) 

Now  the  Gospel  must  be  obeyed  if 
Gods'  greatest  gift  would  be  obtained. 
The  Thessalonian  Saints  were  undergo- 
ing much  bitter  persecution,  when  the 
Apostle  Paul  wrote  unto  them  these  very 
cheering  words:  "To  you  who  are  trou- 
bled rest  with  us,  when  the  Lord  Jesus 
shall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  His 
mighty  angles,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
that  obev  not  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  (2  Thess.  1:7-8).  Those 
that  do  not  obey  this  one  eternal,  ever- 
lasting Gospel,  will  come  under  condem- 
nation, when  our  Lord  shall  re-appear. 
according  to  the  words  of  the  inspired 
Paul.  You  need  not  marvel,  kind  reader. 
I'm-  Cod  has  spoken  it.  His  holy  word 
records  it,  the  spirit  of  truth  reveals  it, 
the  servants  of  God  declare  it. 
and  not  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of 
His        word  shall        fall  to        the 

ground  unfulfilled.  Was  Paul  not  an 
authorized  servant  of  the  Lord?  All 
Christians  will  agree.  Then  can  we  not 
place  implicit  trust  in  the  words  he  wrote 
and  spoke?  To  be  consistent  in  our  pro- 
fessions of  belief  in  the  Bible,  we  must 
of  necessity  accept  them.  The  Apostle 
Peter  says.  "The  word  of  the  Lord  en- 
dnreth  forever,  and  this  is  the  word 
which  by  the  Gospel  is  preached  unto 
you."  (I  Peter  1:25.)  The  word  of  God. 
which  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  "en- 
dureth  forever,"  and  such  being  the  case 
will  it  not  always  be  binding  upon  the 
children  of  men  to  obey?  We  reply  in  the 
affirmative,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Gospel 
is  the  appointed  means  of  saving  the  soul, 
men,  by  believing  and  obeying  it,  are  in- 


strumentnl  in  bringing  aboul  their  own 
eternal  exaltation.   Lei   us  nine  more  give 

en-  in  the  Sacred  Book,  and  listen  i"  the 

inspired  words  of  holy  men.  Paul,  speak- 
ing of  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  power  of 

the  Gospel,  says  thai  Christ  "hath  ahol 
ished    death,    and    hath    brought    life    and 

iminoilalily  lo  light    I  hrougli  the  Gospel." 

How  can  we  deny  the  efficacy,  or  the 
essentiality  of  rendering  obedience  to  the 
Gospel    when    the   Scriptures    of   divine 

truth  arc  so  very  plain  and  clear  on  this 

point;  or  how  can  we  cn] i  or  even  hope 

to  gain  that  blessed  "immortality  to 
light,"  while  we  remain  disobedient  to 
God  and  His  laws  as  revealed  in  the  Gos- 
pel plan?  So  long  as  we  reject  the  coun- 
sels of  God,  neglect  to  yield  obedience  to 
the  everlasting  Gospel,  and  deny  His 
tender  mercies  and  heavenly  goodness, 
we  can  never,  worlds  without  end,  re- 
ceive of  His  greatest  gift. 

The  Gospel  being  as  Paul  declares, 
"(be  power  of  God  unto  salvation,"  it  is 
self-evident  to  the  reasonable  mind  that 
this  power  must  be  applied  if  the  end- 
salvation— would  ever  be  attained,  for 
neither  the  power,  the  love,  or  the  grace 
of  God  will  ever  save  any  who  reject; 
therefore  all  who  hoar,  should,  without 
procrastination  or  delay,  believe  to  the 
saving  of  their  souls,  i.  e.,  implicitly  obey 
the  means  appointed. 

There  can  be  only  one  Gospel,  or  rather 
one  plan,  known  as  the  Gospel,  which 
will  bring  to  the  obedient,  salvation  in 
the  kingdom  of  God.  It  is  unchangeable. 
for  the  great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles 
says,  writing  to  the  Galatian  Saints,  "I 
marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon  removed  from 
him  that  called  you  into  the  grace  of 
Christ,  unto  another  Gospel,  which  is 
not  another;  but  there  be  some  that 
trouble  you  and  would  prevert  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ.  But  though  we.  or  an  an- 
gel from  heaven,  preach  any  other  Gospel 
unto  you  than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  ac- 
cursed. As  we  said  before,  so  say 
I        now        again.  If        any        man 

preach  any  other  Gospel  unto  you  than 
that  ye  have  received,  let  him  be  ac- 
cursed." (Gal.  1:6-9.)  Paul  verily  knew 
that  there  was  "not  another"  Gospel 
which  was  recognized  of  God  and  which 
received  His  divine  manifestations;  and 
he  declared  with  earnestness,  power,  and 
emphasis,  that  those  who  would  engage 
in  proclaiming  "any  other  Gospel,"  than 
that  taught  by  the  Lord  Jesus,  revealed 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  confirmed  by 
them  that  heard  him  (Heb.  2:3),  should 
be  accursed.  This  is  also  in  corroboration 
with  the  words  of  the  beloved  John. 
"Whosoever  transgresseth,  and  abideth 
not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not 
God.  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  Son. 
If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring 
not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into 
your  home,  neither  bid  him  Godspeed; 
for  he  that  biddeth  him  Godspeed  is  par- 
taker of  bis  evil  deeds."  (IT  John  9-11.) 
Thus  we  see  that  those  who  reject  the 
great  truths  taught  by  Christ  and  His 
Apostles,  who  abide  not  in  His  righteous 
doctrine,  are  not  of  God:  and  not  to  be 
received  as  servants  of  the  Master. 

When  Christ  was  here  on  earth  in  the 
flesh,  just  after  His  resurrection  and 
prior       to       His  ascension.  He 

called  around  Him  the  quorum  of  Apos- 
tles, and  sent  them  forth  with  a  commis- 
sion as  follows:  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature.  He  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 
tized shall  be  saved:  but  he  that  believ- 
eth not.  shall  be  damned."  (Mark  16:15- 
16.)  Here  then  is  conclusive  evidence 
that  th°  Gospel  must  be  implicitly  obeyed, 
its    holy    principles    accepted,    and       its 


righteous  ordinances  complied  with, 
Jesus  hath   spoken   the   words,   ami   to 

gether  with  other  passages  of  the  g I 

old  Book,  it  becomes  an  unimpeachable 
tail    an  irrefutable  ei  idem  e. 

What  remaineth  for  us  to  do?  Seek  to 
know  the  principles,  to  understand  the 
ordinances,  ami  comprehend  the  beauty, 
magnitude  ami  power  of  the  Gospel,  We 

have  seen  thai  il  is  Hue  according  lo  tin- 
Bible,  and  now  we  should  energetically. 
with  a  prayerful  heart  and  an  inquiring 
mind,  endeavor  to  discover  from  the  "law 
and  the  testimony"  j 1 1 -, t  whal  principles 
must  he  accepted,  what  ordinances  mual 
be  obeyed,  the  course  of  life  anil  conduct 
to  be  followed  in  order  lo  purchase  Qod's 

greatest  gift— that  precious  heavenly 
boon — Life  Sternal.  To  prove  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures  the  principles  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel   will   be  the  intent 

and  purpose  of  our  next  article,  that  we 
all  may  find  that  path  of  duty  which 
shines  brighter  and  brighter  even  unto 
the  perfect  day  when  time  shall  be  no 
more. 

(To  be  continued.) 


GLEANINGS. 


A  short  time  ago  Elders  P.  D.  Olpin 
and  J.  !•].  Myler  were  spending  Sunday 
with  some  friends  and  were  requested  to 
hold  services.  Many  neighbors  gathered 
in  and  paid  good  attention  to  the  words 
spoken.  After  meeting  was  dismissed, 
the  gentleman  of  the  house,  Mr.  John 
E.  Ruby,  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few- 
words  in  behalf  of  the  Mormon  Elders. 
We  quote  from  a  letter  written  by  one 
of  the  Elders,  what  this  gentleman  said: 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen — In  speaking 
to  you  upon  this  occasion  I  would  prefer 
that  it  were  upon  the  cross  roads  or  in 
some  public  building,  rather  than  in  my 
own  home,  where  you  have  gathered.  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words,  for 
I  am  ashamed  of  my  country,  and  the 
state  of  Kentucky,  where  the  constitu- 
tion says  all  men  shall  have  the  right  to 
worship  God  as  he  pleases.  Judging  from 
the  treatment  received  by  these  Elders 
at  the  hands  of  professed  Christians,  I 
behold  the  constitution  of  this  glorious 
government  trampled  in  the  dust.  I  do 
not  profess  Christianity,  I  do  not  want 
you  to  understand  I  am  preaching  Mor- 
monism  (I  would  to  God  I  was  worthy, 
for  I  am  convinced  that  if  they  arc  not 
preaching  the  Gospel,  it  is  not  upon  the 
earth),  but  if  they  were  foreigners  or  in- 
fidels, it  would  be  our  duty  to  show  them 
respect  at  least.  They  have  proven  to 
me  that  they  are  gentlemen  in  every  re- 
spect, and  as  such  should  be  protected." 
Mr.  Ruby  spoke  for  about  thirty  min- 
utes, and  did  much  to  batter  down  the 
walls  of  prejudice  existing  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  One  minister  desired  them 
to  preach  at  his  house,  which  proved  him 
to  be  broad-minded  and  willing  to  hear 
both  sides  of  the  question.  Mr.  Ruby 
has  often  defended  the  Elders  in  their 
righteous  cause,  and  is  a  man  of  influ- 
ence among  his  countrymen — one  who 
believes  in  justice  and  liberty  being  grant- 
ed to  all  mankind,  whether  professed 
Christian  or  Mormon. 


The  South  Alabama  Branch  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  on  the  14th  and  15th 
insts.  at  the  Saints'  Meeting  House. 
"Bodiford  Old  Field."  four  miles  south 
of  Highland  Home,  and  two  miles  north 
of  Saville,  Alabama. 


If  you  desire  great  things,  remember 
that  you  must  not  lay  hold  of  them  with 
a  small  effort. — Epictetus. 

The  hands  of  the  young  are  active  in 
deeds,  but  the  judgment  of  the  old  is 
superior.  For  time  gives  a  variety  of  les- 
sons.— Cicero. 

God's  gift  was,  that  man  should  con- 
ceive of  truth,  and  strive  to  gain  it. — 
Browning. 
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OUR  TRUST  IN  THE  LORD. 


It  Requires  Moral  Courage  to  Accept  the  Gospel — Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord  and  Do  It     Woe 
Unto  Us  if  We  are  Overcome  of  the  World. 


DISCOURSE    DKI.IVKKKl)    BY 


APOSTLE  GEOEGK    TEASDAL.E    AT    salt    LAKE    i'ITY, 
APRIL  II.  1900. 


I  am  very  thankful  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  that  1  have  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending this  conference  and  of  rejoicing 
with  my  brethren  that  we  are  seventy 
years  of  age.  I  was  very  much  im- 
pressed in  listening  to  the  instructions 
that,  have  ibeen  given,  how  everything 
tends  to  establish  the  Scriptures.  The 
37th  Psalm  says: 

"Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evil-doers, 
neither  be  thou  envious  against  the  work- 
ers of  iniquity: 

"For  they  shall  soon  be  cut  down  like 
the  grass  and  wither  as  the  green  herb. 

"Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good;  so 
shalt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily 
thou  shalt  be  fed.  Delight  thyself  also 
in  the  Lord  and  He  shall  give  thee  the 
desires  of  thine  heart. 

"Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord:  trust 
also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass: 

"And  he  shall  bring  forth  thy  right- 
eousness as  the  light,  and  thy  judgment 
as  the  noonday." 

From  the  testimonies  that  we  have 
heard  this  seems  to  be  the  history  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints.  They  are  the  most 
valiant  and  courageous  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  because  they  "trust  in  the 
Lord  and  do  good."  It  requirfd  a  great 
deal  of  moral  courage  to  accept  this  Gos- 
pel, to  come  out  of  the  world  and  take 
up  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  to  advocate 
a  doctrine  that  was  everywhere  spoken 
against.  But  it  has  established  in  us  an 
everlasting  character.  We  know  no  fear. 
Our  trust  is  in  the  Lord;  and  the  exhor- 
tation to  us,  Learn  the  will  of  God  and 
do  it,  brings  forth  and  establishes  within 
us  a  character.  We  are  always  willing 
to  do  the  will  of  God.  We  came  into  the 
Church  for  that  express  purpose.  We 
found  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  us 
to  be  delivered  from  death,  hell  and  the 
grave,  unless  we  accepted  of  the  doctrine 
of  Christ  as  taught  by  the  insured  ser- 
vants of  God:  and  being  on  the  unpopu- 
lar side  we  had  to  defend  ourselves.  We 
tested  the  principles  of  everlasting  life, 
and  we  have  discovered  they  are  true. 
God  has  given  unto  us  line  upon  line, 
precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little  and 
there  a  little,  and  we  are  growing  in 
grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  God.  He 
has  told  us  over  and  over  again  that  if 
we  will  love  Him  and  keep  His  com- 
mandments we  shall  prosper  in  the  land. 
The  Scriptures  are  true.  The  Holy  Spir- 
it has  come  unto  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  God  in  the  day  and  age  in  which  we 
live.  We  all  realize  that  we  have  our  in- 
dividual mission;  that  when  we  seek  un- 
to the  Lord  and  ask  His  guidance,  He 
guides  and  directs  us.  He  gives  us  the 
opportunity  of  being  everything  that  we 
could  wish  to  be,  in  fulfilling  the  mis- 
sion he  has  appointed  to  us,  to  His  honor 
and  glory.  There  is  no  need  of  our  ever 
being  deceived  or  being  beguiled  by  the 
influence  of  the  adversary — who  of  course 
is  adverse  to  God's  will  being  done — if 
we  will  only  observe  the  will  of  the  Lord 
and  do  it.  We  have  a  Father  in  heaven 
who  loves  us,  and  who  has  given  unto  us 
the  privilege  of  dwelling  upon  the  earth 
in  the  dispensation  of  the  fullness  of 
times.  We  encourage  the  rising  genera- 
tion to  trust  in  the  Lord  and  individual- 
ly seek  His  counsel.  The  Lord  does  not 
require  a  blind  obedience,  but  an  intel- 
ligent obedience,  and  the  Savior  has  ex- 
horted us  to  ask  and  it  shall  be  given  us, 
to  seek  and  we  shall  find,  to  knock  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  us.  On  one  oc- 
casion He  gave  us  the  parable  of  the  un- 
just judge,  and  told  us  to  pray  without 
ceasing,  to  put  our  trust  in  the  Lord,  and 
He  would  give  us  everything  necessary. 

The  Church  of  Christ  has  a  bad  repu- 
tation. It  always  did  have.  "We  desire 
to  hear  of  thee  what  thou  thinkest;  for 


as  concerning  this  seel,  \vc  know  that 
everywhere  it  is  spoken  against,"  was 
said  of  old.  It  is  a  trick  of  the  adver- 
sary that  we  should  be  evilly  spoken  Of, 
and  it  is  his  disciples,  who  despise  the 
commandment  "thou  shalt  not  bear  false 
witness  against  thy  neighbor,"  who  have 
given  us  our  bad  reputation.  But  that 
matters  very  little.  We  know  we  are  of 
Cod.  and  that  the  world  lieth  in  the  arms 
of  the  wicked  one.  We  know  that  the 
principles  of  everlasting  life,  which  we 
have  subscribed  to,  are  true,  and  it  is  to 
our  best  interest  individually  to  accom- 
plish that  which  the  Father  has  given  us 
to  do.  If  those  who  fight  against  us, 
who  despise  us  and  who  will  not  fellow- 
ship us  would  search  for  themselves  in- 
dividually as  we  have  done,  they  would 
see  as  we  see  and  have  the  same  compre- 
hension of  the  principles  of  everlasting 
life,  because  they  would  have  the  same 
spirit,  even  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
without  which  no  man  knoweth  the  things 
of  God.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  wisdom  of 
man,  nor  in  doctors  of  divinity.  They 
have  made  a  mistake  from  the  beginning. 
The  history  of  the  world  tells  us  that 
mankind  always  accepted  false  prophets 
and  slew  and  rejected  those  who  were 
sent  of  God  with  the  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy.  In  the  days  of  Noah,  but  eight  per- 
sons out  of  the  whole  world  accepted  the 
Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  were 
saved,  while  the  others,  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  prince  and  power  of  the 
air.  rejected  light  and  truth  and  made 
their  bed  where  we  would  not  like  to  go. 

I  say  to  you,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
seek  the  counsel  of  the  Almighty  in  your 
individuality,  and  when  the  Lord  reveals 
to  you  what  your  mission  is,  fulfill  it  to 
the  glory  of  God,  no  matter  who  else  is 
pleased  or  displeased.  The  whole  duty 
of  man  is  to  serve  God  and  keep  His 
commandments,  and  woe  unto  us  if  we 
do  not  do  it.  We  have  been  slothful;  we 
have  been  indifferent;  we  have  robbed 
the  Lord  in  tithes  and  offerings;  we  have 
been  self-sufficient  and  have  despised  the 
counsels  of  the  Almighty,  and  He  has 
called  upon  us  to  repent,  to  reform,  and 
to  consecrate  unto  Him  that  which  is 
His  due,  according  to  His  commandment, 
which  is,  that  of  everything  He  shall 
give  to  us,  we  will  consecrate  to  Him 
one-tenth,  and  our  ears  shall  be  open  to 
the  cry  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless, 
and  we  shall  visit  them  in  their  distress. 
The  Lord  has  also  commanded  us  to  get 
out  of  debt,  so  that  we  may  owe  no  man 
anything  and  be  independent  and  keep 
the  law  of  God.  Unless  we  do  so  He 
cannot  establish  His  statutes  upon  the 
land.  I  want  to  bear  my  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  these  principles.  I  know 
they  are  true.  I  know  that  God  lives;  1 
know  that  Jestis  is  the  Christ.  I  know 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  Prophet 
sent  of  God.  All  mankind  can  obtain 
this  testimony,  if  they  will  seek  for  it. 
There  was  a  time  when  I  did  not  know 
it.  I  sought  the  Lord  for  it.  and  He  gave 
it  to  me,  to  my  perfect  satisfaction.  My 
exhortation  to  the  people  all  the  time  is, 
for  goodness  sake  be  kind  to  yourselves; 
hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  and  do  it: 
stand  in  the  dignity  of  your  manhood  and 
resist  the  influence  of  the  world.  Woe 
unto  us  if  we  are  overcome  of  the  world: 
woe  unto  us  if  we  are  excommunicated 
from  the  Church.  We  have  a  long  list  of 
men  who  should  pay  tithing  and  do  not. 
I  am  sorry  for  them.  I  wish  they  had 
sense  enough  to  be  kinder  to  themselves, 
for  they  are  laboring  under  a  curse  who 
rob  God  in  tithes  and  offerings.  They 
have  no  right  to  partake  of  the  Sacra- 
ment, being  unworthy.  Every  time  they 
do  it  they  eat  and  drink  damnation:  for 
they  tell  the  Lord  that  they  are  willing 
to  take  upon  them  the  name  of  Christ 
and  to  keep  His  commandments,  yet  they 


do  not  do  it.  Hypocrites!  Hypocrites! 
A  great  deal  better  if  they  should  wnki' 
up  to  an  understanding  of  the  dangerous 
position  they  occupy.     If  the  bishops  are 

kind  and  considerate  to  I r  with  them. 

to  plead  with  them  and  to  dig  all  around 

Ihem,  anil  they  reject  it.  when  they  pass 
behind  I  ln>  veil  I  heir  record  is  made,  the 
day  has  gene.  Ihe  night  has  come,  ami 
their    souls    are    n.il    saved.      Then    C IS 

the  agony;  but  we  have  made  it  ourselves. 
We  work  out  our  salvation,  er  we  work 
urn  ..in-  damnation.  It  is  our  own  act. 
I   know   these  principles   are   true;   they 

are  common  sense.     There  is  no  blessing, 

no  eternal  life  promised  to  those  who  de- 
spise God  and  His  commandments,  and 

who  prefer  darkness  to  light.  It  is  a  con- 
demnation to  reject  light  and  truth:  and 
when  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall  come 
in  flaming  fire,  to  take  vengeance  upon 
them  who  know  not  God  and  keep  not 
His  commandments,  those  who  love  dark- 
ness rather  than  light  will  be  punished 
with  everlasting  banishment  from  the 
presence  of  I  !od   am!    I  In-    1  ,:i  ink 

I  rejoice  very  much  in  the  instructions 
that  have  been  given  today.  1  am  in 
harmony  with  every  revealed  principle.  1 
say  that  the  Latter-day  Saints  are  the 
noblest  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth: 
and  instead  of  governments  striving  to 
stay  their  progress,  they  should  do  every- 
thing to  enable  them  to  progress  in  light 
and  truth,  and  to  develop  principles  and 
conditions  which  they  know  nothing  at 
all  about.  We  know  what  we  are  doing, 
and  we  understand  the  science  of 
life.  We  understand  where  we  came 
from,  what  we  are  here  for  and  what  is 
our  future  destiny,  because  we  are  taught 
of  God.  We  are  in  harmony  with  eter- 
nal principles.  Our  Elders  go  forth 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God. 
They  take  their  lives  in  their  hands, 
leaving  their  families  behind,  and  pro- 
claim this  glad  message  of  great  joy  and 
that  God  has  again  spoken.  They  call 
the  people  to  repentance,  and  warn  them 
of  judgments  to  come.  We  are  told  that 
judgment  will  commence  at  the  house  of 
God.  It  will  fall  upon  this  very  class  of 
people  who  despise  God,  and  reject  His 
commandments.  We  take  our  little  chil- 
dren to  our  Sabbath  schools,  our  prima- 
ries, our  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tions and  quorums  of  Priesthood,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  training  them  that 
they  may  grow  up  without  sin  unto  sal- 
vation. The  Lord  wants  to  establish  His 
righteousness.  That  is  what  He  has 
hired  us  for,  and  we  should  love  truth 
and  righteousness,  and  have  our  ears 
open  to  hear,  our  eyes  to  see  and  our 
hearts  to  understand,  that  we  may  be  for 
God  and  His  righteousness. 

Did  you  ever  know  this  people  so  un- 
patriotic as  to  be  petitioning  the  govern- 
ment against  any  handful  of  people?  No 
patriot  was  ever  guilty  of  anything  of 
the  kind.  A  patriot  is  a  man  who  sus- 
tains the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  believes  in  religious  liberty. 
There  are  hypocrites  among  professed  pa- 
triots, as  well  as  other  classes  of  people. 
I  say  God  bless  the  patriots.  God  bless 
our  government,  and  give  them  wisdom, 
strength  of  character  and  moral  courage 
to  stand  by  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  not  be  cowards.  I  would 
plead  for  this  with  all  my  heart.  For  of 
all  people  in  the  world,  we  are  interested 
in  having  a  righteous  government.  We 
know  how  to  appreciate  liberty  and  free- 
dom, and  we  never  interfere  with  other 
people's  doctrines  or  belief.  We  have 
enough  to  do  to  teach  our  own.  We  have 
the  truth,  the  way  and  the  life  and  we 
have  no  time  to  find  fault  with  others. 
It  takes  us  all  our  time  to  publish  the 
glad   tidings   of  great  joy. 

1  pray  God  my  eternal  Father  that  He 
will  establish  the  kingdom  of  God  upon 
the  earth  in  power:  that  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  may  come:  that  His  will  may  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven,  and 
that  we  who  have  taken  upon  ourselves 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be  true 
and  faithful  to  our  covenants,  and  that 
we  may  have  the  grace  of  God  to  over- 
come and  endure  unto  the  end,  in  His 
glorious  kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. 
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REMINISCENCES. 


I'.v    J.    It.    SMITH. 

Away  il<>\\  ii  iiii  the  <ihl  Siiwiiiiiici'  river, 
far,  far  away,  on  "hi  Piney  Bluff,  the 
Latter-day  Saints  of  Levy,  Lafayette 
mill  Alachua  counties  gathered  one  day 
last  month  !<>  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  a 
picnic,  given  in  honor  of  the  Elders  la- 
boring in  that  locality.  The  occasion 
was  planned  and  prepared  that  Saints 
and  friends  might  join  together  and 
spend  a  few  hours  as  nature's  guests. 
Resides  the  party  of  Saints,  consisting 
of  Brothers  D.  II.  Airline,  ('.  ('.  String- 
fellow,  .1.  .1.  Hodge,  W.  .1.  Burnett.  Aaron 
Higginbothan,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, were  also  many  prominent  citizens, 
who  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. Everyone  seemed  well  pre- 
pared to  enjoy  themselves,  and  none  de- 
sired to  go  hungry,  judging  from  the 
bounteous  lunches  prepared  by  skilled 
hands.  Some  had  gone  to  fish  and  soon 
returned  heavy  laden  with  fine  specimens 
of  the  finny  tribe,  which  were  soon  in 
the  pan  frying.  Under  the  shade  of  the 
mighty  oaks  the  food  was  made  ready  for 
the  hungry  picnickers. 

As  the  Elders  sat  eating,  surrounded 
by  friends,  their  thoughts  wandered  back 
to  just  such  happy  gatherings  they  had 
enjoyed  in  their  native  clime.  It  was  t 
o'clock  before  this  feast  of  good  things 
ended  and  then  the  people  were  called  to 
order.  Under  the  shady  trees  songs  were 
sung,  followed  by  speaking.  Elder  N.  A. 
Decker  first  addressed  the  people,  select- 
ing as  his  subject  '•Divine  Authority." 
He  plainly  and  forcibly  portrayed  to  the 
attentive  audience  the  absolute  necessity 
of  a  commission  from  God,  ere  any  man 
could  preach  or  officiate  in  His  sacred 
ordinances.  Elder  Frank  X.  Tyler  gave 
a  brief  talk,  admonishing  the  Saints  to 
strictly  obey  Christ's  teachings — to  live 
June  and  obedient  lives  before  man  and 
Cod.  That  persecution  was  an  heritage 
of  the  Saints  all  Bible  read  people  could 
testify.  "Yea,  and  all  that  will  live  dul- 
ly in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  persecu- 
tion." Christ  told  His  disciples  that  all 
manner  of  evil  would  be  spoken  against 
them,  and  inasmuch  as  the  world  would 
not  receive  Him,  neither  would  they  be 
received. 

Elder  F.  P.  Jones  spoke,  showing  the 
duties  and  labors  of  a  true  Saint,  point- 
ing out  to  them  that  in  order  to  enjoy 
the  spirit  of  God  we  must  prepare  our 
bodies  as  a  tit  dwelling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Ho  quoted  from  1.  Cor.  vi.:1!>: 
"What?  Know  ye  not  that  your  body  is 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in 
you.  which  ye  have  of  Cod.  and  ye  are 
not  your  own?" 

The  closing  hymn.  "We  Thank  Thee. 
<>  Cod.  for  a  Prophet,"  was  sung  in  a 
spirited  manner  and  all  nature  seemed  to 
smile  and  rejoice  at  this  song  of  praise 
to  the  Creator  of  all  things— the  giver  of 
all  perfect  gifts.  After  meeting  had  been 
dismissed  by  prayer  font-  honest-hearted 
people  were  led  into  the  waters  of  bap- 
tism. Those  who  were  willing  to  forsake 
the  world  and  take  upon  them  Christ's 
name  were  Ezekiel  Johnson,  formerly  a 
Methodist  preacher,   and  his   wife:  Amos 


Ferkiway    and    Mrs.    G.    W.     Newmans. 

The  sun  was  fast  making  its  way  be- 
hind the  towering  hills  the  day  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  and.  in  fact,  nature 
would  soon  he  wrapped  in  the  shadows 
of  night.  Things  were  hurriedly  gath- 
ered together  and  hack  to  their  homes 
went  this  picnic  party,  feeling  to  rejoice 
in  Ihe  good  time  spent  that  day.  The 
conformation  of  those  baptized  was  at- 
tended to  upon  arriving  at  Brother  Allin's 
home. 

Thus  closed  the  day  of  pure  and  en- 
lightening recreation  enjoyed  by  the 
Saints  of  Cod.  Such  gatherings  where 
peace,  love  and  joy  exist  are  pleasing  in 
the  sight  of  Cod  and  tend  to  unite  in 
bonds  of  friendship  those  who  partici- 
pate.  

Morality  and  Religion. 

Juvenile  Instructor. 

Occasionally  we  find  people  who  dis- 
claim having  anything  to  do  with  religion; 
at  the  same  time  they  profess  to  believe 
in  the  practice  of  what  are  known  -as 
good  moral  principles.  Such  people  do 
not  seem  to  understand  that  morality  is 
religion— that  the  Gospel  is  but  a  system 
for  the  development  of  moral  principles. 
Without  morality  religion  is  hut  a  use- 
less form,  and  without  the  aid  of  the  or- 
dinances of  the  Gospel  morality  cannot 
he  lirought  to  perfection.  There  is  no 
dividing  line  between  the  laws  of  moral- 
ity and  the  laws  of  the  Gospel.  The  Cos- 
pel  includes  them  all;  and  any  system  of 
morality  which  does  not  embrace  all  the 
principles  of  true  religion  is  imperfect  or 
incomplete. 

It  may  he  supposed  that  obedience  lo 
the  Gospel  requires  the  observance  of 
practices  that  have  no  connection  with 
morality.  It  is  true  that  the  Gospel  in- 
culcates ordinances  and  duties  that  seem- 
ingly are  not  necessary  to  the  practice  of 
moral  principles.  They  appear  to  he  ar- 
bitrary requirements.  But  when  the  phi- 
losophy of  these  Gospel  ordinances  is  un- 
derstood it  will  he  discovered  that  they 
are  hut  necessary  aids  to  the  practice  of 
moral  principles. 

Prayer,  for  example,  may  he  regarded 
by  some  to  be  strictly  a  religious  duty, 
having  no  connection  with  moral  obliga- 
tions. If  prayer  were  only  a  form  (his 
might  be  true.  But  prayer  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  Divine  aid  in  order  to 
more  fully  perform  moral  duties.  With- 
out the  assistance  of  the  Lord  a  person 
cannot  live  a  strictly  moral  life,  hence 
prayer  is  as  much  a  part  of  morality  as 
of  religion.  ( >ne  who  lives  a  moral  life 
cannot  he  otherwise  than  a  religious  per- 
son, at  least  to  the  extent  of  his  obedi- 
ence to  what  he  regards  as  moral  laws. 
As  long  as  he  rejects  the  Gospel  ordi- 
nances that  to  him  may  appear  to  he  un- 
necessary for  moral  development,  he  will 
never  reach  that  moral  perfection  which 
may  he  obtained  by  those  who  render 
obedience  to  all  the  Gospel  requirements. 


II    matters    not    how    long    we    live.    Inn 
how.—  Bailey. 

Eloquence  is  a  painting  of  the  thoughts, 
-Pascal. 


THE  DEAD. 


Elder  Horace  O.  Hurst,  of  Ixiblnn, 
Mexico,  died   at  his  home  June  21,   1900. 

Brother  Hurst  was  horn  May  9th,  1st::. 
at  F'aiiview,  Sanpete  Co..  I'tah.  While 
on  his  mission  of  a  little  over  two  years 
he  labored  in  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence and  was  a  zealous  worker  in  the 
cause  of  truth.  Through  his  untiring  ef- 
forts many  honest-hearted  people  were 
made  to  rejoice.  Last  December,  baying 
filled  bis  mission,  an  honorable  release 
was  given  him  and  he  returned  to  his 
friends  and  loved  ones.  But  since  God 
has  in  His  wisdom  seen  tit  to  recall  the 
spirit  of  our  beloved  brother,  although 
his  presence  will  he  missed,  yet  we  know 
all  things  are  for  the  best.  Elder  Hurst 
lived  this  life  as  a  faithful  Saint,  and 
though  called  away  in  his  early  man- 
hood, yet  rich  blessings  await  him. 

'How  long  we  live,    not   years,   hut   actions 

tell: 
That   men   live  twice  who  live   the  first    life 

well." 

We  sympathize  with  the  loved  ones  who 
are  called  to  pail  with  be  whom  they 
hold  dear,  and  wish  them  the  comforting 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  Cod. 


On  the  morning  of  the  2(>th  of  June. 
1900,  Sister  Hattie  Louisa  Redding,  the 
beloved  wife  of  Brother  W.  Hampton 
Bedding,  of  Live  Oak.  Suwannee  county, 
Florida,  passed  quietly  away  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  another  and  better  world, 
after  an  illness  of  about  eight  days,  of 
congestion  of  the  brain.  The  deceased 
was  4."i  years  of  age.  She  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  June  21st,  1896,  be- 
ing baptized  by  President  Joseph  A. 
West.  It  was  at  her  place  where  Presi- 
dent West  was  kindly  taken  care  of  dur- 
ing a  greater  portion  of  his  severe  sick- 
ness while  in  Florida.  The  humhle  Elder 
was  ever  welcomed  at  her  home,  and 
many  have  partaken  of  her  generous  hos- 
pitality. It  was  while  at  the  home  of 
the  Redding  family  that  Elder  Fisher 
was  taken  by  a  ruthless  mob.  and  com- 
pelled at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  to 
leave  the  county.  Sister  Bedding's  kind 
and  amiable  disposition  always  drew 
friends  to  her  wherever  she  was.  She 
died  a  faithful  Latter-day  Saint,  entitled 
to  a  glorious  resurrection  with  the  just. 
She  leaves  a  husband,  three  children,  and 
a   host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  loss. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Macedonia  church  June  27th,  liHKI.^  the 
funeral  sermon  being  preached  by  Elder 
Peter  E.  Van  Orden.  The  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Macedonia  church  yard. 
beside  three  of  her  children,  who  passed 
to  the  other  shorn  before  her. 


